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Chapter 1: A Higher Calling 

Ring…Ring…. You need to pick up because everyone that is called by God 

(whether they know it or not) is being called to a higher place. In this chapter we are 

going to hear from God’s word and hopefully be challenged to 

live a higher life. The real challenge here however, is to 

respond to this message in a way that leads to freedom. An 

improper response or a misunderstanding of this call can often 

lead to a burdensome, heavy existence. If this call is anything at 

all, it is first and always freeing. So, if you feel weighted down 

by trying to live a holy life it is time to answer the Higher Calling.  

Is this higher calling a call to perfection? After all Jesus himself said, (“You 

therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matthew 5:48 ESV) I 

believe before we can truthfully answer this question we need to know what this 

perfection is and what it isn’t. This can prove to be elusive, especially in the light of our 

own inadequacies. We are born in sin and our own righteousness is like filthy rags in 

His sight. None of us is without sin and if we say we are then we are liars. None is 

righteous, not even one. We are all in the same boat and it ain’t perfect, let me tell you. 

The Lord makes it clear to each of us what we are and what we are not, and for good 

reason. Jesus knows that pride is our enemy and that human nature is one of our major 

weaknesses. That is why He doesn’t hold back the blows to our pride. His intention is to 

make it crystal that we are sinners with no remedy outside of grace. This is good news 

for the weary who have tried or who are still trying to be good enough to be accepted by 

Him. This however, doesn’t clear up the perfection issue. If we are so flawed then why 

would Christ ask us to do something that seems impossible?  

First of all, if you think you are living a perfect life, it is time for some much 

needed clarity. Do you look at a girl or guy twice? Do you get angry with your mate, 

friend, or your boss? Do you gossip, name call, or yell? Scream when you can’t find the 

keys, or yell at that crazy driver in your way? Do you love 

those that hate you and look for ways to bless them? OK, 

maybe you have all the right answers, but can you honestly 

say that that you have not turned down one chance to do 

something good for someone. Oh, did you forget about those 

sins of omission? If you forgot or if you didn’t even know 

about them, it makes no difference. You and I fall short. Not only do we struggle with the 

‘big 10’, we fall flat when it comes to the higher law of grace which is even stricter and 

less attainable. What are we then to make of this higher call to perfection?   

This higher call is not what it seems, especially when seen through our natural 

eyes. Looking at it with our natural senses we could easily assume that this call pertains 
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to perfecting our flesh. We could also deduce- by our own reasoning- that this higher 

call consists of giving certain things up, like bad habits or vices we’ve picked up. Or 

maybe you’re the religious type who believes that if you partake in certain rituals or if 

you keep a particular tradition you are answering the call. Maybe it is some other 

formula or antidote that you are using to patch up 

your inadequacies. Whatever it is, it will never be 

enough. The bootstrap theory will only take us so 

far before our willpower breaks down. We are not to 

clean ourselves up in our own strength and present 

ourselves acceptable to God. We can’t do it! We 

just can’t be righteous enough. Anytime we think we 

can, we are living in a fairytale. You and I are not 

the fairest in the land.  Oh, if we follow certain steps we might be able to change our 

environment a little; a bigger house or a newer car, perhaps. Yet, no matter how 

storybook our lives become there still isn’t a happily ever after for those who live at 

Castle Goodenough, in the Land of Willpower. No matter how virtuous we become or 

how many good things we do or have, we will always fall short of perfection. Whenever 

we think we’ve arrived at the shore of our own goodness, our lives fracture. And just like 

the mirror in the story, our perfection is shattered in the presence of a Holy God. Many 

of us who have experienced this kind of humbling have enough evidence to conclude 

that it is not grace after all we can do, but rather God’s amazing grace in spite of all that 

we have done. (“We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, "knowing 

that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we 

have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the 

works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” Galatians 2:15-16 

NKJV)  

Having fun yet? Don’t worry; we are getting closer to the big reveal, but the only 

way to see it is through the eyes of faith. The truth is, this higher 

calling is impossible for mere mortals like us, but with God all things 

are possible. He will give us all we need when we stop trying to please 

Him on our own. It is God’s job to perfect His saints. The Holy Spirit is 

the agent of change. He is the sanctifier. Only He can write the law of 

God on our hearts and make it come alive in us. This is the truth that 

can set us free and enable us to live a holy life. We must however, be willing to yield 

ourselves to God and give Him control over our lives. On our own we can do nothing, 

but when we allow God’s resurrection power to flow through us He can do great things. 

You see our works aren’t accepted by God. It is only when God is working through us 

that He can accept our works, because He is the one doing them. (O Lord, you will 

ordain peace for us, for you have indeed done for us all our works. Isaiah 26:12 ESV) 
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 Remember; our works are like filthy rags, but His works are glorious and perfect. To 

aspire to this higher calling we must be willing to die to ourselves and let God live 

through us. (“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 

me and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 NKJV)   

Let’s broaden our strokes a little more now and start painting the picture of this 

higher calling in action. We’ll start with the illustration our Lord gives us about the 

importance of abiding in Him. ("I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; 

and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word 

which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As 

the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in 

the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. "I am the 

vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 

and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall 

be done for you. John 15:2-7 NKJV) 

This is a beautiful illustration of our need to be utterly dependent on our Master. If 

we dig even deeper, we can cultivate a clearer picture of this call on our lives. Let’s look 

then at each piece of the story and see how it forms the whole. First, Jesus is the vine. 

He is the source of everything, start to finish. Nothing is happening in this story apart 

from Him. We are identified as the branches. The fruit is almost assuredly that of the 

Spirit and the Father is the pruner who cuts away the dead parts in us that aren’t 

producing this life-giving fruit in order to produce even more fruit. The Trinity is at work 

here, working in us and through us to produce the fruit of righteousness. God gives a 

description of this life producing fruit in a few places in His word. (But the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ's have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

Galatians 5:22-25} Also, {For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and 

truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. Ephesians 5:8-10 NKJV) 
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The fruit in these passages is unequivocally identified as belonging to the Spirit. 

This fruit of the Spirit expresses the character and attributes of 

God. These attributes are not naturally found in fallen man.  

There are times when man in his fallen state might do 

something that seems good, such as acts of charity or 

voluntarism. The only problem with these types of good deeds 

is that they are only temporary fixes of the physical needs of 

others. They don’t do anything to fix the people’s major 

problem, which is a broken relationship with their Creator. With 

no real help for the soul, these acts of humanity cannot have 

any lasting effect beyond this life. Only the fruit of the Spirit will 

remain and last into eternity. The only real question then is where and how do we fit into 

the creative process that produces this life-giving fruit. 

 Jesus is the vine. As we abide in the vine, the sap (Spirit) flows through the 

branches (us) and in time produces fruit.  This process will cause a change inside that 

will be unmistakable to those around us. There will be some who will think we’ve gone 

off the deep end. (For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the 

Gentiles--when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, 

and abominable idolatries. In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run 

with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. They will give an 

account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 1 Peter 4:3-5 NKJV) There 

will be others who will see us as a threat to their lifestyles, and they will hate us for our 

faith. (If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the 

world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I 

said unto you, “The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they 

will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. John 

15:18-20) There will be some however, who will be attracted to the fruit that is being 

produced in our lives. Through our living example they will want to be partakers in this 

fruit themselves. When they do partake and ‘taste and see that the Lord is good’, they 

will join us and be grafted into the vine. After time, many 

of them will also produce fruit. I believe that this is a 

picture of the restored tree of life on earth. We as 

Christians are the branches (in this restored tree) 

presenting the fruit of the Spirit to a dying world that is in 

desperate need of a life-giving Savior. In the beginning 

this tree was a physical (earthy) tree but now it is a 

spiritual (heavenly) tree. This shift to the spiritual can also be seen in the call to be 

fruitful and multiply. This call started as a command to produce offspring through a 

physical union, but now it has expanded to include a call to lead others to be born-again 
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into God’s family. This ongoing process may also give us further insight into what Jesus 

meant when he said, that we should go and bear fruit and that our fruit should remain. 

(Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 

bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 

Father in my name, he may give it you. John 15:16) 

Jesus Himself restored access to the tree of life when He bore our sins on the tree. He 

removed the curse that Adam’s sin brought upon the world and 

gave us and all who will or have believed in Him, eternal life. 

The Angel that was designated to block the access to the tree 

of life has been reassigned. The sword that hung over us all 

has been put back in its sheath. God’s word gives us a glorious 

insight into this dynamic. (But now Christ is risen from the dead, 

and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by man came death, by Man also came the 

resurrection of the dead. 1Corinthians 15:20-21 NKJV) Also, 

(And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being. The last Adam became 

a life-giving spirit.’ 1Corinthians 15:45 NKJV)     

We have now seen that the higher call of God includes abiding in Christ and 

being Spirit-filled. How then do we abide in Christ? The answer is found in John. (If you 

abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be 

done for you. John 15: 7 NKJV) There are two things that jump off the page here, “My 

words abide in you,” and “you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” 

The word of God is the bread of life. We must eat it daily for God’s word to abide in us. 

When His word abides in us we will know what to ask of God according to His will. To 

study, pray, and to be filled with the Spirit is to abide in Christ. When we abide and are 

Spirit led, we are answering the higher call. We are perfect in God’s sight because we 

are no longer under the law of judgment. (But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. Galatians 5:18 NKJV) Even though we are led by the Spirit we will still sin 

on occasion, but one day we will be presented blameless before Him. (And you, who 

once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his 

body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above 

reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting 

from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 1 Corinthians 1: 21-23 ESV)  We 

will also become like Him, perfect in thought and deed. (Beloved, we are God's children 

now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we 

shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 1 John 3:2 ESV)  
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Until that glorious day, let us continue to abide and be led by the Spirit. As 

ambassadors of life let us continue to bear the fruit that remains, by abiding in the vine 

and being Spirit filled. This is our call heavenward in Christ.  

The only real question left is……… will we answer the call? 
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        PS. Our goal should be to have so much of the fruit of the Spirit evident in our lives 

that the branch will bend under the abundance. When this is the case, those who feel 

low about themselves or their circumstances only have to reach out to love and taste 

the goodness of the Lord. On the other hand, those who are proud or who are relying on 

their own goodness to get by will have to humble themselves and stoop down to see 

their need. We can be all things to all people when we are full of God’s Spirit.  Are we 

willing to cultivate such a rich relationship with our Lord? The price might be high, but 

the harvest will be bountiful. The Master told us the fields are ripe and His blood has 

given us the freedom to be fruitful and multiply! 
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