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Chapter 4: Joy for the Journey  

 
‘You are the potter I am the clay mold me and make me this is what I pray.’ 

Lyrics from a song I remember well. It is one of the first songs I sang at church after 
becoming a believer. Do you remember when you first believed? Remember the 
flooding joy, the incomprehension, and the excitement of seeing the dawn for the 
first time. This initial step (being born-again) is something we all have in common, 
but each one of us experiences it differently. As for me, I can still remember the 
freshness of that new morning as if it were yesterday. 
 
 The song about the potter and the clay was so fitting for those early days. 
Many of us were so pliable in the beginning. We were like putty in God's hands 

and we just wanted to feel His touch. Like little children we 
were eager to learn and to share this newfound joy. We couldn’t 
help but share, because the joy of our salvation was bubbling 
over and it just couldn’t be contained. We didn’t know a lot, but 
what we did know was God was good. He was mighty to save 
and we wanted everyone else to know it. Zeal without 

knowledge we probably ran some people over (thank God he is the great 
physician), but we just had to share this new life with everyone.   
 
 Somehow, so many of us lose this initial zest and joy for the Lord. What was 
once so pure and clear becomes complicated and muddled. Worries and cares can 
burden us down and rob us of our zeal. Sin can cause a short in the line cutting off 
our joy. At this point we need a rewind button. We need some way to go back and 
find out where our walk became stagnant. Maybe if we journey back together we 
can recapture the freshness of those first steps.  
 
 Let’s start our journey by traveling back to the last supper. Just before the 
Lord broke bread he showed his disciples a supreme example of servant hood. He 
went around the table washing His disciples’ feet. We pick 
up the story as he came to wash Peters’ feet. (Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into His 
hands, and that He had come from God and was going to 
God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a 
towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to 
wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. Then He came to Simon 
Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?" Peter said to Him, 
"You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you 
have no part with Me." Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also 
my hands and [my] head!" Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to 
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wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you." For 
He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean." John 
13:11 NKJV)The interesting part of this text is what Jesus said to Peter right before 

He washed his feet. Peter initially refused to have his Master wash his feet. After 
Jesus’ warning however, he not only agreed to leap in with both feet, but Peter was 
willing to have other parts washed as well. Jesus however, told him that those who 
were washed only needed their feet cleaned. After this He made a reference to all of 
them being clean except for Judas who would betray him. I believe Jesus’ reference 
to them being clean was correlated to them being the chosen followers of God. Yet, 
even after He said they were clean, He still commanded Peter to let Him wash his 
feet. Here is where we can’t miss it. When we first believe we are washed white in 
the blood of the lamb. We are redeemed by God’s perfect sacrifice.(For as much as 

ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot… 1 Pet 
1:18-19). When we accepted this cleansing sacrifice and applied it to 
our lives we became alive in Christ. For many of us the burden of sin 
was lifted. With our sins forgiven, and our burdens released we 
experienced the joy of true freedom. 
 

This was our first joyful steps in our walk with Christ. Excited 
and filled with joy we set out on our journey. It didn’t take us long 
however, to realize that the road was filled with difficulties. Hardships and trials to 
test our newfound faith and enemies of our soul who would have us turn back and 
become enslaved again to sin. Three of these enemies come to mind. (For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is 
not of the father, but is of the world. 1 John 2:16 NKJV) Sometimes one or all of 
these enemies can find a foothold in our lives. We are in a battle and even though 
we are saved and forgiven we still struggle with the sinfulness of our flesh. 
Traveling through this fallen world we will all stumble from time to time. You and 
I will get our feet dirty along the way. 
  

This is where the picture comes into focus. I believe Jesus was teaching us an 
objects lesson from the dialogue he had with Peter. When we first come to Christ 
we are made clean. We are washed in the blood and are forgiven, perfect in God’s 
sight because of the finished work on the cross. However, we are still battling with 
our sinful nature in a fallen world controlled by a fallen enemy. The war is won in 
Christ for our justification, but the battle rages on for our sanctification. We still 
battle with sin. Fighting against sin (like war) is a dirty business, but Jesus won’t 
hesitate to get down in the trenches and battle with us. He will be right there with 
us through the dark times when sin will try to steal our joy. Through the victories 
and through the losses He will be with us. In the end He will present us blameless 
because He washes us even after we have been made clean. 
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Sometimes, I think a lot of us miss this. When we first believe we think 
everything will be perfect, because it is. We’ve been cleansed by a perfect sacrifice 
and are blameless in the sight of the one who created us. We have been given 
eternal life to be spent in a perfect kingdom with a perfect Holy King. We also have 
received a new nature. This new nature is prompted by the Holy Spirit to be holy 

(perfect). All this sounds great, but we still live in the flesh. We have a 
new nature but our old sin nature doesn’t just roll over and die. In fact 
like a dying man it fights until its last breath. This old nature battles 
against the new nature we’ve been given. This battle that wages inside 
of us will be a hard fought victory and just like in war we can’t expect to 
win every battle, but unlike worldly wars we know that our victory is 
sure. Even with this victory won in Christ we must continue to train 

and fight. We can no longer feed our old sin nature and its desires with the things 
of this world. We must instead feed and nurture our new nature with the bread of 
life. God’s word is the key to battles won over the flesh. It tells us who we are in 
Christ. It gives us a battle plan and the assurance of victory. Why then do so many 
of us neglect the word of God? And why do so many fallen soldiers stay down?  

 
Believe it or not it is dirty feet! We must come to terms with our 

imperfections. God has given us his Spirit and a chance to share in His nature. God 
also knows who we are and where we come from. He knows that at times our lives 
will get messy and that He will have to stoop down and clean us up. We must 
however, be willing to face Him and confess our transgressions. Guilt can hold us 
in its grip if we refuse to face our Savior. In contrast, just knowing that His 
cleansing power is perpetual can lead us to freedom and nullify this immobilizing 
guilt. 

 
God’s word still tells us however, that we are called to be different and to 

make a difference. Different from those who walk in the world and the world in 

which they walk. (For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. Titus 
2:11-14 ESV) God calls us to holy living because He wants us to be 
filled with the joy of His goodness. How then do we reconcile this 
with the sin that so easily trips us up? John comes to our aid here. (My little 
children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=the+hand+of+god&start=217&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1680&bih=895&tbm=isch&tbnid=poBwcF7ukYQYmM:&imgrefurl=http://jessiekaitlyn.wordpress.com/2010/05/&docid=1dP3K77_uuUn4M&imgurl=http://jessiekaitlyn.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/the_hand_of_god_by_silenced_beauty.jpg&w=774&h=1032&ei=za8RUKe5FubV6QH-5IHoCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=633&vpy=399&dur=781&hovh=259&hovw=194&tx=148&ty=162&sig=109962986122777533322&page=7&tbnh=175&tbnw=137&ndsp=38&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:217,i:138
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his commandments. Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, 
in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in 
him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he 
walked. 1John 2:1-6 ESV) As believers, God accepts us as we are, but because He 
loves us He refuses to leave us that way. Part of the process of making us like Him 
is to show us what is in our hearts by bringing our sins to the surface. This 
revealing of the inward man should keep us humble. It should also lead us to 
confession and repentance. If however, we miss His hand behind this sanctifying 
work, we could find ourselves discouraged and guilt ridden. That is why it is so 
important to use discernment when navigating through this process. It is 
imperative that we learn the difference between conviction and condemnation. This 
is one of the keys that can unlock the way to lasting joy and peace. Let’s start by 
turning to our Savior for wisdom, as he reveals the difference between being 

condemned and being convicted. (Then the scribes and 
Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. 
And when they had set her in the midst, they said to 
Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the 
very act.  "Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that 
such should be stoned. But what do You say?" This they 
said, testing Him, that they might have something of 
which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote 
on the ground with His finger, as though He did not 
hear. So when they continued asking Him, He raised 

Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a 
stone at her first.” And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then 
those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, 
beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the 
woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one 
but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has 
no one condemned you?" She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, 
"Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more." John 8: 3-11 NKJV)   
 

 After Jesus revealed the arrogance of those who would throw stones from 
glass houses He turned his attention to the condemned sinner. She had been found 
guilty of adultery and according to the law she was to be sentenced to death. Now 
she was looking into the eyes of the true Lawmaker and the Judge of all. If anyone 
had the right to condemn her it was He. Instead, He revealed to her and to us that 
His true mission was to save and not to condemn. You and I need to wrap our 
hearts around this. We all deserve to be condemned because we have all broken 
God’s law. Just like this woman, we are guilty. If we are all guilty of sin and are 
deserving of death, why aren’t we judged accordingly?  Does God choose to turn a 
blind eye to our sin? Maybe, He just winks at it and says boys will be boys? 
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 The answer is not in the least! He convicts us of our sin, but he passes 
sentence upon Himself. Jesus bore the punishment for our sin. He paid a very high 
price to pardon us. That doesn’t mean that we are not guilty of 
committing sin. He says as much with his convicting words, go 
and sin no more. He still convicts us of our sin and calls us all 
to repentance. He does not however, condemn us when we fall 
short. Seeing our sin in the light of this revelation can be 
liberating. True joy comes from knowing we are loved and 
accepted in spite of the heartache we’ve caused God. We were His enemies when 
He saved us. Will He not continue this saving work now that we are His friends?  
 
 The answer seems so obvious, but sometimes we miss it. The devil and his 
cohorts would have us drown in a sea of accusing voices. These voices come from 

those who are quick to judge and demons that whisper lies of 
condemnation. ‘You’ve gone too far this time, He’ll never take 
you back, or you’ve blasphemed the Holy Ghost and there is no 
way to repent from that.’ These are only a few of the lies these 
voices are selling. If we buy into them we will be forced to carry 
the burden of our sin and we will be held captive against God’s 

will. But if you and I can recognize the difference between the persuading love of 
conviction and the damning voice of condemnation the truth can make us free. In 
the light of this kind of undeserving love and grace the power of sin can be broken. 
The light of freedom can break forth and grow brighter in us with every step we 
take. (But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines 

brighter and brighter until full day. Proverbs 4:18 ESV)  
 

 Christ came to save us. He would never have had to leave His throne if His 
mission was to condemn us. No, His purpose for coming here was to seek and save 
the lost. Like a shepherd He continues to look for His lost sheep. ("What man of 
you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? "And 
when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. "And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!' "I say to 
you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just 
persons who need no repentance. Luke 15:4-7 NKJV) 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=the+hand+of+god&start=65&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1680&bih=895&tbm=isch&tbnid=BT_DQkXYcqLwBM:&imgrefurl=http://christianbackgrounds.info/hands-of-god-wallpaper/&docid=AEpFxn3qiv2zmM&imgurl=http://christianbackgrounds.info/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/handsofgodwallpapergtx.jpg&w=1024&h=768&ei=iK8RUJOLFqOj6wG2oYCIDw&zoom=1
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 The story of the father and the prodigal son is another example of Christ’s 
true mission. You can read about it starting in Luke 15: 11. It is the continuing 

mission of our Savior that he began describing in 
Luke 15:4. The prodigal son (like many of us) had 
run off to spend his time and money on the sinful 
pleasures of this world. Like the prodigal our 
rebellious hearts can lead us away from God and our 
stubbornness can keep us away for quite a while. 
Eventually however, most of us come to our senses 
and realize how awful it is in the wilderness. The 
Holy Spirit who lives in us and convicts us of our sin 

helps us come to this conclusion. This conviction and our lack of joy and peace is 
usually enough to bring us back from this lifeless living. When we return home 
however, after such a sinful hiatus, it may be hard to leave the past behind. We 
must believe in God’s power to forgive and we must forgive ourselves. You and I 
can’t move forward carrying the shameful burdens of our past. We can’t say we are 
truly home again until we lighten the load and check our baggage at the door. 
When we repent and turn back to God we need to leave this baggage behind. You 
and I can’t be completely free from sin until we are free from guilt. The prodigal 
tried to carry his baggage home. He thought that because he had left his home and 
had spent his time in sinful living that he would be deemed a second-class citizen 
in his own Father’s house. (And when he came to himself, he said, How many 
hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. 
But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, 
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and 
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they 
began to be merry. Luke 15:17-23)  
 We can’t let our hearts condemn us when our 
Father’s heart is as big as the universe. Come home and 
before you even get there you will be embraced by a love 
that would go as far as the cross to bring you back. This 
kind of love convicts, but it doesn’t condemn. (There is 
therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not 
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. Romans 8:1 NKJV)  
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 Who wouldn’t get excited about this kind of love? A love that never quits 
searching, never stops rescuing, never stops pleading, and never stops saving us to 
the uttermost. We can’t afford to turn away from this kind of love. Instead, we must 
embrace it and be changed by it. You and I can learn from God how to love like 
this. We can all learn how to encourage one another instead of rushing to judgment. 
We can also learn to forgive quickly and let go of past hurts. Love given from love 
received we can even learn to minister to our enemies.  
 
 “I called you answered and you came to my rescue and I want to be where 
you are.” This is a lyric in a present day song we sing in our church. 
I think it is a fitting song for those of us who have journeyed awhile 
and have experienced this rescuing love over and over again. It 
makes us want to serve God not out of obligation and fear, but out 
of a grateful heart filled with abundant joy. A joy we will want to 
share. A joy and excitement that will be bubbling over to the point it will spill 
over into others. Joy given from joy received we will want to share this good news 
with everyone. We will gladly embrace this call to reach out and become grateful 
ambassadors, sharing the joy of our salvation! 
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