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Chapter 6: Hope and Holiness 

 If you have been a believer for even a short time you probably have 

experienced storms in your life and like most of us, you’ve probably tried to map out 

ways to avoid these grey skies. Yet, no matter how much planning you do or effort you 

exhaust to navigate around these thunder heads, 

you still find yourself sailing into troubled waters. 

At times, it might even feel like a dark cloud is 

following you around. During these stormy times 

your natural response may be to cry out to your 

Savior, imploring Him to still the storm. After a 

while you just want to see the sun again, and who 

could blame you. It can become pretty dark and 

lonely out there. It is understandable to feel pretty 

isolated during one of these dark voyages, as if you’ve been left to face the wind alone. 

The truth however, is that we all go through the crashing waves. Believe me, I am not 

trying to down play your situation or tell you that I know what you are going through. 

All I am saying is that we all go through the rough seas at one time or another. It is 

good to know that we aren’t the only ones going through the rain. It can become 

discouraging if we think we are being singled out. Yet, even when we know others who 

are facing the wind, we may still feel alone in the raging sea. It’s understandable during 

these hard times to want to drop anchor or even sail back. But before you put the oars 

away, I would urge you to row on a little further. 

 Remember, you are not alone. The voices from the past whisper, you are 

not alone. From Jonah’s whaling adventure to Paul’s island excursion we have all 

experienced the rain. Peter tells us as much in 1Peter 4:12. (Beloved, do not be 

surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. ESV) I don’t believe that Peter in this passage is trying 

to dismiss the severity of the trials we go through, but rather is letting us know that all 

of us who bear Christ’s name will face storms in our lives. Because of this we can 

minister to each other in love. When you or I see a brother or sister going through a 

similar storm or trial that we’ve been through ourselves, we can minister to them from 

our own life experience. Not only can we minister to others through our life 

experiences, but we will learn through them to allow others in the family of God to 

minister to us. Sometimes it is harder to accept help than it is to help others. We are 

independent people, but we must allow others to minister to us. Sharing opportunities  
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to minister and serve one another is what unifies the body in love. It also shines forth 

Christ’s love to the hurting world around us. Remember we will all face the wind 

sooner or later. Let us be prepared by seeking God when the seas are calm. Trusting in 

His promises and obeying His word can help us build our house on the rock. So when 

the storms of life come we will not only survive we will come out victorious on the 

other side. ("Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will 

liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: "and the rain descended, 

the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it 

was founded on the rock.  Matthew 7:24-25 NKJV)  

 There are many around us however, who don’t have the light to guide 

them through these dark times. In our families, at our workplace, and even in our 

churches, many are facing tough times without the Spirit to guide them. The Bible 

predicted there would be hard times ahead. (This know also, that in the last days 

perilous times shall come…2Timothy 3:1) As we approach the end of the age many 

will be perplexed and looking for answers. The cry from those stranded in the storm 

will be universal. Is there any hope out there? 

 The answer is yes and amen. In the midst of the darkness comes a light of 

hope. The Light, that gives light to all men. The Captain of our souls who wants to 

bring us all into safe harbor is lighting the way home. (The 

people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they 

that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them 

hath the light shined. Isaiah 9:2) Even in the midst of all the 

darkness in this world many will turn from this great light 

because the light that shines brightest when life is the darkest 

can blind us from the shoreline. Behind the light is holiness. 

This beacon of hope is also a searchlight that exposes our 

actions, our motives, and even our thoughts. (For God sent 

not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him 

might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not 

is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 

Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that 

doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 

reproved. John 3:17-20) The truth of the matter is that many shun the light because they 

want to continue in their lifestyles even if that means having to face this dark world 

alone. Everyone that decides to come in from the dark will never be alone again, but 

they will be exposed to the light of holiness. Is it possible that this light of purification is  
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somewhere in or behind the storms of life that believers face? Do some of these tumults 

actually have a purpose behind them?   

 The answer might be perplexing, but often times it is yes. At times God 

may use a storm to bring us to a place of utter dependence. This is often the method He 

uses to test our faith. (My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that 

you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

James 1:2-4) It is during these trials of life that we learn 

to trust Him. We learn through these hard times to live 

by faith and faith by its very definition is surrendering 

to the invisible to meet our visible needs. (Now faith is 

the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1 

NKJV) The reason it is possible to count it all joy when we face hard times is because 

our faith won’t disappoint us. Our God will be faithful to see us through and bring us 

safely to shore. We need to remember He is in the boat with us. Surely we don’t think 

He is going to drown, do we? No, God will always come through for us if we trust in 

Him. We only need to surrender to His will to see His wonders, but only in this place of 

surrender will we find peace in the eye of the storm.  This is a place of trust that we all 

need to come to if we are to grow in Christ. It is in the middle of this storm sanctuary 

that holiness can break forth like the sun breaking through the clouds, penetrating its 

way into our inward parts and changing us from the inside out.  The problem with 

most of us however, is that we have short term memories and we tend to forget the 

many times that God has helped us through the clouds in the past. A lot of times this 

forgetfulness is caused by the sin we let creep under the cabin door when times are 

sunny and bright. Then when we are faced a major storm, this unrepentant sin can 

make us unstable and fearful of capsize. (But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, 

for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the 

wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;   

he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. James 1:6-8) This instability has 

the tendency to make us fearful, filled with uncertainty and doubt. We doubt if we’ll 

ever make it through the rain and we’re uncertain if Christ will be with us through it.  

 It is in these times that many a sojourner has abandoned ship, or ship 

wrecked their faith. It is easy to sail to the pleasures of this world to appease our 

suffering. It just seems more plausible to justify ourselves and hide from the light that is  
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trying to save us. A voice of experience calls to us here. We pick up the story just after 

Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit. (But the LORD God called to 

the man and said to him, "Where are you?" And he said, "I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, 

and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have 

you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The 

woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." Then 

the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman 

said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." Genesis 3:9-13 ESV) Human nature is at 

work here. When we allow ourselves to be enticed and fall into willful sin, our tendency 

is to run and hide from the light of God’s face. We hide our sin because of our shame. 

From this dark place it is easy to blame others or circumstances on our poor decisions. 

We blame everyone and everything around us instead of looking inward where the real 

trouble lies. Justifying ourselves will only keep us from experiencing the freedom of 

forgiveness. The time is always now to step into the daylight of God’s grace and confess 

our offenses. St. Augustine penned the result of this type of confession beautifully when 

he wrote “I love you, Lord, and I will give thanks and confession to your name because 

you have forgiven me such great evils and my nefarious deeds. I attribute to your grace 

and mercy that you have melted my sins away like ice.”1 

 A modern voice tells us history repeats itself when sin is present. Jim’s wife 

recently left him. Vulnerable and alone Jim begins to rationalize. “My wife left but I still 

have all these desires. I think I will watch an adult movie and satisfy my temporary 

needs. God doesn’t care about me anyway or He would 

not let me suffer this way. If He does care He will 

understand my needs and what I am going through.” This 

type of reasoning is deluded however, because Jim has 

forgotten his purpose. We are called to honor God in all 

we do. His glory needs to be our top priority and no 

amount of pain and suffering can justify our departure 

from this call. 

 Facing the storms of life we must turn to the light for guidance and 

purification. The very fiery trial that we think will destroy us can be a tool used by God 

to refine us. Momentary afflictions can bring eternal illumination if we can remain 

focused on the true light of the world. The enemy of our souls would have us distracted 

by the shiny fools’ gold of this fallen world to keep us subjected to his lies. To fight for  
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territory we have lost or have yet to gain, we must keep the windows of our soul 

clean.("The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body 

will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. 

If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” NKJV) Let us stay 

focused on Jesus and the things of eternal value. Let us be strong 

and courageous, fighting the good fight of faith until we reach the 

other side. If we can learn to trust God in the sun and in the cloud 

we will not only reach the shore safely, but we can help others do 

the same. Through our experiences we can become beacons of 

hope for those lost in the storm. After all, the ambassadors of light 

are the true lighthouses of the world! 
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