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Chapter 3: Servants and Witnesses 

“The greatest among you will be a servant of all.” We’ve all heard it. Upward 

mobility begins and ends with servitude. By upward mobility I 

mean reaching up and touching the heart of God. Jesus himself 

didn’t come to be served, but to serve. This came to fruition at the 

cross, which is the ultimate service given to all mankind. With 

Jesus as our prime example we must ask ourselves, do we serve? 

Are we there when someone we know is moving? Are we looking for ways to 

serve our church? Do we serve our families, our employers, or even those who may not 

return the favor? Do we respond to the call of service or do we make excuses? These 

are questions that each of us must personally answer. These inquiries are not meant to 

be a free ticket to a guilt trip, but instead are meant to be gentle reminders of an 

opportunity we dare not miss! We can serve!  

Everyone can serve. You may never be a pastor or a foreign missionary, but you 

can serve. Do the dishes, take out the trash, or visit someone. Just make yourself 

available. Seize the opportunity to serve every chance you get and you will be amazed 

at all the opportunities that will be afforded you. Just step out of your comfort zone and 

serve with everything you’ve got and experience the pleasure of filling a need. (Too 

often we say, "I have no talent to teach a Sunday school class." "My home is not nice 

enough to have a Bible study here." "I don't cook well enough to help with Meals on 

Wheels." "I'm a businessman, not a carpenter. I wouldn't know the first thing about 

building a house for Habitat for Humanity." When we step out in faith and offer all we 

have, God will use it in powerful ways. How much is enough? Just what we have when 

God is with us!) - Jane Douglas White  

This call to serve is a call to community. When we reach out with the giving 

hands of Jesus and walk the extra mile in the steps of our 

Master, we can truly make a difference. When we serve 

others however, we must also be willing to share. We should 

not be telling others “God bless you” and then do nothing to 

meet their needs. However, we shouldn’t try to meet their 

physical needs without trying to serve their spirits as well. We 

are to be witnesses of the greatness of our God in everything 

we do. Let us not leave the job half way finished by being 

timid or politically correct. Servitude includes putting ourselves out there even at the fear 

of being rejected.  
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We all must be willing to serve at a cost to our own comfort. There will be a time 

when we will rest from our labors, but with all the pressing needs of those around us 

can we conclude that time is now? Not even close. I am not 

saying there are not seasons of resting in the presence of our 

King to renew our relationship with Him. Without these times of 

waiting we would burnout and loose our zeal to serve. Our 

willingness to serve and the ability of our service to make a real 

difference flows from a life that is surrendered and devoted to 

God. God showed us how to prioritize our lives in His interaction 

with Mary and Martha. (“And she had a sister called Mary, 

who also sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word. But Martha 

was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him 

and said, "Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? 

Therefore tell her to help me." And Jesus answered and said to her, "Martha, 

Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things, "But one thing is 

needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from 

her." Luke 10: 39-42 NKJV).  

We can see from this interaction how important it is to cultivate our relationship 

with our Savior and to spend time in His presence. That being said, we must find a 

balance between resting in God and serving Him. This can prove to be an elusive 

balancing act for many of us and can lead to extremes. Just remember, God knows our 

hearts. We might be able to fool ourselves, but God is not hoodwinked. The only real 

way to stay balanced is to realize that apart from Him we can do nothing. Humility and 

dependence go a long way in keeping us grounded and balanced. Seeking and serving 

go hand in hand, and together they can help us truly serve our King.  

A big part of serving God is being a witness, and a big part of being a witness is 

evangelism. Whether we are going out specifically to share our faith or whether we have 

an encounter with someone at work or in our neighborhood, we should always be 

prepared to share what we believe. (But even if you should suffer for righteousness' 

sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 

hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 

may be put to shame. 1 Peter 3:14-16 (ESV) We can see from 

this insight that God gave Peter that true evangelism will come 

at a price. The more we share, the more we will face rejection. 

This is as much a universal law as gravity. The good news 

however, is that Jesus (who faced extreme rejection) has our 
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back. Knowing this, we can be filled with courage and strength to be his witnesses to 

the ends of the earth. We also know that when we share His word, it is not in vain.  

("For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return 

there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed 

to the sower And bread to the eater, So shall my word be that goeth forth out of 

my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 

please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Isaiah 55:10-11 NKJV).  

The other encouraging part of sharing our faith is the joy that comes from sharing 

in the harvest. When a divine appointment leads us to a thirsty soul that is quenched by 

the living waters of life by receiving the gospel message there 

is inexpressible joy. That joy is shared in heaven as the 

angels rejoice over the new birth of a child of God. With this in 

mind, we should go out and sow the seeds of the gospel and 

water them with prayer. The Lord is faithful to bring about a 

harvest if we are willing to labor in the field. At times it may 

seem our efforts are in vain, but we need to remember it is 

God who brings the increase. Knowing this should help relieve some of the frustration 

that rejection can bring and help us continue our mission to reach the lost. If you or 

someone you know seems to be losing their joy in the Lord it could be because of a lack 

of sharing the life that God has given them. ("If sinners be damned at least let them leap 

to hell over our bodies. Let them go with our arms around their knees. Let no one go 

there unwarned or unprayed for.")- Charles Spurgeon. There is true joy in seeing just 

one soul transition from death to life. Let us then grab every opportunity to share, and 

continue to pray for divine appointments.  

To be faithful witnesses we need to be encouraging one another and standing up 

for one another, rather than gossiping about one another. The true witnesses of the 

body of Christ are to show the world that Christ’s love is different than the love you find 

in the world. If we are slandering one another or 

talking behind each other’s backs we show those who 

are watching that the love of God is not really a 

tangible thing. It is not something that exists in reality, 

but rather a shallow platitude. At this point, the power 

of our witness becomes as weak as a toothless lion. 

As a body we will have all the trappings of a church 

triumphant, but inwardly we will be divided and our 

witness will be weakened considerably. If we are to be the powerhouse that God has 

called us to be we need to stand and fall together as one and learn to put others ahead 

of ourselves, especially those who are in the family of God.  
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We are called to be soul winners, so let’s not leave one stone unturned in our 

pursuit of those who are called to the Master’s table. In conclusion, this great work our 

Savior has given us to serve one another and to proclaim the gospel should be received 

as a privilege. Knowing that God would include us in his redeeming plan should be to us 

awe-inspiring. This has certainly been the attitude of the ambassadors of the way 

throughout the ages, who became grateful servants and courageous witnesses. Can the 

same be said of us?  

All scripture quotations unless otherwise specified are from the King James (Authorized 
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